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redcoats were coining. Instantly the countryside awoke.
From every cot and hamlet armed men poured forth,
so that \vhen the British reached the town of Lexington
in the early morning, they found a number of colonial
" minute men ", so called because of their readiness to
turn out at a minute's notice, waiting to receive them.
A short encounter followed. Shots were fired, and
eight of the colonials were killed, after which the sol-
diers continued their march to Concord, where a still
larger number of armed men stood in their way. The
British, indeed, soon discovered that they had entered a
hornets4* nest, and after a brief engagement they were
compelled to retreat without having accomplished their
mission. The return journey was a terrible one. From
all directions armed farmers had collected in their hun-
dreds, and now from behind every wall and tree they
poured a hail of bullets into the retreating British. Soon
the retirement became a rout, and when at last the
remnants of the force reached their own lines, nearly
a third of the men were missing. The first shots had
been fired, the War of Independence had begun.

For a few weeks there was a lull. On May 10, 1775,
thfe Second Continental Congress met to consider the
situation, and on June 15 Washington was appointed
commander-in-chief of the American forces. Two days
later the Battle of Bunker Hill was fought. Bunker Hill
was an elevation outside Boston, in the possession of the
Americans, and on June 17 the British soldiers were
ordered to take the position. Two assaults were beaten
back by the murderous fire of the defenders, but the
third charge, made an hour later, found the defenders